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Live Your Orthodox Faith

Choir News

Saint Nicholas Honoree
On Dec. 8, Mr. George Theofilactidis was honored before our congregation for his many years of service to St. Nicholas.
His gift and certificate were shown in Cincinnati this past September by His Eminence Bishop Nicholas. Father George
presented George with a beautiful Icon and certificate signed by His Eminence. The many things George has done for our
Church were highlighted by Father. Axlos! Mr. George Theo.
Afterwards, a delicious luncheon sponsored by the Theofilactidis and Singleton families was enjoyed by all. Todd surpassed
himself in preparing this luncheon in honor of our Saint Nicholas Parish as well as for his father-in-law.
We are sad to say goodbye to one of our long-time parishioners and supporters of St. Nicholas and the Erene Society. Mrs.
Norma O’Kelley has moved to Las Vegas to be with her son and daughter-in-law. She will be missed by all of us.

May Their Memory Be Eternal

Memorials
Julia Matjoulis
John & Nikita Fanaritis
Magda hosted a luncheon,
prepared by Todd Singleton, in their memory.

Vasiliki Skelepetas
Triantafilia, Zissimos & Mary Pappas
Coffee hours hosted in memory of the above by Connie
Mignoli, Elizabeth Frederick, and Betty Pappas

Erene Society

Yassou Favorites
Call for Recipes

notices
PARISHONERS IN ALTERNATIVE LIVING ARRANGEMENTS
Helen Douvlos:
Rouse County Home, 701 Rouse Ave., Youngsville, PA 16371
Shelia Hollobaugh:
Kane Nursing Home, 100 High Point Dr., Kane, PA 16735
Katherine Nianiatos:
Ecumenical Home, 100 St. Francis Dr., Bradford, PA 16701
KNOWN TO BE RECUPPERATING FROM SURGERY
• Athena Dimitri - at home
• Betty Pappas of Olean, NY
KNOWN TO BE HOSPITALIZED
• George Cheronis

We offer our prayers to all of the above.

Thank you!

baptisms

The Baptism of Anthony D.
Deppas took place on November
9, 2013. Mr. Timothy K. Anderson
was the Godparent. Anthony is
the son of John and Debra
Deppas. Congratulations!

Council Corner
By Jim Cheronis, Council President • 12/10/13
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
Last month we held the annual General Assembly, where we gathered as stewards of St. Nicholas Parish to review the business of
the church. We discussed our finances, our goals from last year, and our goals for 2014. We also heard from committee chairpersons
like Ladies’ Erene, Sunday school and Choir, and we nominated folks for various committees. We even had 5 nominees for the 3 open
seats on Parish Council!
After the meeting, I was left with the feeling that our parishioners are somehow becoming a bit more energized and involved with
the life of the church. I thank God for this blessing, and I am grateful to be a part of our Orthodox community.
As we approach the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I think about His miraculous birth, and how this history-changing event affected humankind for all time. My wish is for us all to be uplifted and invigorated throughout this Christmas season. May
we all feel a sense of renewal, of re-birth to our Orthodox faith, and with our commitment to Him and to our beloved St. Nicholas
parish.
I wish you all a blessed Christmas Holiday and a healthy and prosperous New Year.
With love in Christ, Jim Cheronis, Council President

The True Meaning of Christmas

T

he Nativity of Our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ has
been celebrated with all solemnity and joy since the very earliest period of the Church.
Until the 4th century this Feast was kept on January 6, when the
Church also remembered the Baptism of Our Lord in the River
Jordan. It was called the Theophony and was dedicated especially
to the manifestation of God in the flesh. ("Theophany" means the
"showing forth of God.")
The early Church knew that there was a mystical relationship
between the first and the Second Adam, between the one that
brought death into the world and the One Who brought life and
salvation. According to very ancient tradition, Christ, the "Second
Adam," was born on the same day on which Adam, the first-created one, was born--that is, on the "Sixth Day," which corresponded
to the sixth day of the first month (January 6th on the Julian
Calendar).

Fighting Errors

I

n the fourth century many errors were being taught, especially
by the followers of Arius. They denied that Jesus was of the same
substance as God; they believed that He was only the highest of
created beings (a false teaching that has again become fashionable
in our own days). According to this error, Orthodox Christians
could not celebrate the birth in flesh of God Himself (which is
called the Doctrine of the Incarnation), but only the birth of a very
special creature who was not in reality God,
In order to combat this heresy it was agreed that the commemoration of the Birth of the Son of God should be separated from the
Feast of His Baptism: the Church intended by this to make even
clearer the truth about the incarnation. Many different dates were
suggested for the celebration of Christmas, but in order to remove
a temptation from the Christians of that time it was decided to use
December25. The Romans had a pagan festival on this day called
dies natalis Solis invicti - ..-a celebration of the return of the sun to
summer, as if renewing itself. The Romans used this day as an
excuse for unbridled merry-making and immorality (much as it has
again become in the 20th century). Since the Church had already
decided to establish a separate Feast-day for the Nativity of Christ,
December 25 was chosen in order to preserve the faithful from the
temptation to participate in pagan revels. The Church Fathers also
wanted to make use of the symbolism of the sun on that day, thinking to ennoble or elevate the pagan feast to a Christian understanding because Christ is often spoken of in the New Testament as the
"Sun of Justice,” “The Light of the World,” etc. (The fact,that the
early Church deliberately chose a pagan feast for the celebration of
Christmas has been confused in the minds of many modern sectarians--viz., Jehovah's Witnesses--who do not understand the authority of the Church, and are themselves latter-day Arians.)

The True Meaning of Christmas

B

y establishing the Feast of the Lord's Birth on December 25,
the Church did two things; first, she clearly rejected pagan
ideas about life, death, birth, etc., and showed that Christ had
come to replace those lifeless and £1oomy teachings (see the article
on Reincarnation elsewhere in this issue); secondly, the Church
confessed her undying faith in a great dogma: that God had taken
flesh from a woman and come to dwell among and save men.
In the center is the cave
in which the Saviour
was born; the two animals fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah (1 3): “The
ox knows his owner,
and the ass his master’s
crib; but Israel does not
know Me, and the people has not regarded
Me”. Surrounding the
cave, the whole of creation offers what it can
in thanksgiving to the
new-born
Saviour:
"Angels their song, the
heavens a star, the Magi
gifts, the shepherds wonder, the earth a cave, the wilderness a
manger, and we the Virgin Mother" (from Christmas Vespers). At
the bottom are two details handed down in iconographic tradition:
two women wash the Child and St. Joseph is tempted to doubt the
Virgin Birth by the Devil disguised as a shepherd.
At the same time, by means of special hymns and prayers on this
day, Orthodoxy instructs the world in ways of holiness and morality, wishing to kindle in the hearts of' people a determination to be
reborn from a life of sin to a life pleasing to God.
As one writer explains: "Not in glory and magnificence, but in
poverty, wretchedness and humiliation does the Creator and Lord
of heaven and earth appear in the world; not a luxurious palace,
but a humble cave, receives the Kin g of those who reign and the
Lord of those who rule. By this we are shown the greatness of
humility, poverty, meekness and simplicity, and the ruinousness of
pride, riches, vainglory and luxury .... By this it is suggested to us
that the Lord receives all and everyone: He is pleased by unlettered
simplicity, when it is united to faithful fulfillment of one's calling,
to purity Of conscience and life; and He does not reject human
wisdom, when it knows hew to submit itself to illumination from
above and make use of its learning for the glory of God and the
benefit of one's fellow men"
(Orthodox Word, Vol. 3, //16-17, 1967).

Truth - Power - Love
Bishop Athenagoras Kokkinakis has written a treatise on Truth - Power - Love. This is the third of three excerpts:

2013 Stewardship List
Anderson, Greg & Christina
Anderson, Tim & Rachel
Bechakas, Costas
Bechakas, James & Marisa
Bechakas, John and Toula
Bechakas, Michael & Heather
Bechakas, Terry & Soultana
Beers, Mary
Benchley, M&M Andrew
Bertrand, John & Victoria
Bruner, Kenneth & Helen
Cheronis, James & Christine
Christ, James Sr. & Tara Family
Christ, Terry & Joanne
Constantine, Athena
Constantine, Terry
Coustenis, Virginia
Crandall, Chad, Brittany & James
Cretekos, Kathryn
Cummings, Bryan
Cummings, Virginia C
Decker, Jim & Kathy
Dejesus, Carmelo & Jessica
Deppas, Greg
Deppas, Lou & Melissa
Deppas, Ryan
Dimas, George & Dorothy
Dimas, Louis & Thomaidha
Dimitri, Adam & Kelly
Dimitri, Athena
Dimitri, John, Julie, Alex
Dimitri, L Michael & Joann
Duro, Christian
Duro, Teresa
Elia, Mark & Vanessa
Enserro, Ethel & Stephanie
Fanaritis, Magda
Feell, Theodora
Fislinger, Tom & Leslie (Keri)
Frederick, Elizabeth S.
Gedz, Basil G
Giopulos, John & Shirley

Grieco, Eleanor & Donato
Hanson, Jason & Cherie
Hastas, Suzanna B
Hill, Louise H.
Jamesson, Kaliope
Johnson, Merle & Elaine D.
Johnson, Mark J & Sara Jane
Jonesthis, Athena
Juvelis, Nicholas G. & Martha
Kianos, Robert & Michelle
Kianos, Violet
Kress, Eric & Natalie, Kylie, James
Kum, David & Wendy (Kassie, David, Trison)
Lampropolos, Stephanie
Louis, L. Terry
Lundmark, Jason
Luzzi, Anna
Marano, Maria & Kim
Marano, Tony & Nancy
Matjoulis, John T
Matjoulis, John Jr.
Matuszewski, Paul & Diane
McCandless, Nicolette
Michos, Alexandra
Michos, Crist & Robin
Michos, Elizabeth
Mignoli, Constance
Mihal, Paul & Marguerite
Morrison, Heath & Kathleen
Newburg, Elizabeth & Jerry
Noni, Ordella M
O’Kelley, Norma T
Panteli, Pantelis & Linda
Pappas, Elizabeth (Betty)
Piaschyk, Damian & Sabrina
Psychos, Constance
Rafael, Presvytera Claire
Rafael, Timothy, Chryssanthe & Family
Raptis, James G & Demetra
Rigas, Gus & Rheba
Rigas, John & Doris
Rigas, Michael

Rigas, Tim
Riolo, Mary Michos
Ross, Anna P
Saines, James
Searls, R. Ted & Laretta C.
Silo, John & Barbara
Snell, William & Affroula
Spanos, George & Mary Ann
Spirdon, Dean & Linda
Stanton, Dean & Maria, Ashley
Theofilactidis, George & C Kathleen
Theofilactidis, Lazaros & Courtney
Tsitso, Evdoxia
Tsitso, Nicholas L
Tsitso, Spiro
Turner, Bill & Angie
VanGinhoven, Mary Jane
Verleni, Gust
Verleni, Nick & Helen
Voulgaris, Anthony & Helen
Zorich, Ronald & Voula

Stewardship giving is the most appropriate way to preserve our Faith and Church for you, your family and,
yes, for the outside community who look up to us. The Church needs you as you need the Church.

